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EUROPE‘S UNLOCKED POTENTIAL TOEUROPE S UNLOCKED POTENTIAL TO 
SUPPORT WORLD-CLASS INNOVATION

• High level of education & solid academic base

• Top science at many universities and institutions

• Historical power houses of research• Historical power houses of research

• Increasing number of centres of excellence

• Impressive corporations and SME in the innovation arena

Long tradition of product development• Long tradition of product development  

• Growing European interactions between national R&D players



EU27 INNOVATION PERFORMANCEEU27 INNOVATION PERFORMANCE 
COMPARED TO MAIN COMPETITORS

S I ti U i S b d 2011Source: Innovation Union Scoreboard 2011



THE FUEL OF INNOVATION: VENTURETHE FUEL OF INNOVATION: VENTURE 
CAPITAL FROM PRIVATE MARKETS
BIOTECH FUND RAISING: USA VERSUS EUROPE

Source:

Biocentury, 

May 2012



AGE DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIVEAGE DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIVE 
COMPANIES: EUROPE V. US AND OTHERS

US: approx. 
21%
EU: approx. pp
2% 

Bruegel policy brief 
2009 Reinhilde2009 Reinhilde 
Veugelers



BEHRING NOBEL CITROEN SIEMENS REUTER = EUROPEAN HISTORYBEHRING, NOBEL, CITROEN, SIEMENS, REUTER = EUROPEAN HISTORY 
BOYER, GATES AND ZUCKERBERG =  U.S. REALITY!
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THE CORE OF INNOVATION IS THETHE CORE OF INNOVATION IS THE 
KNOWLEDGE TRIANGLE

Research & 
technology

Higher 
Education

g

ENTREPRENEURIALLYENTREPRENEURIALLY 
DRIVEN 

INNOVATION
Industry & 
SMEs

Actors within the knowledge triangle are at the core of the innovation 
web beyond the traditional collaborative R&D consortiaweb beyond the traditional collaborative R&D consortia



THE STRATEGY OF THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTETHE STRATEGY OF THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTE 
OF INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY, EIT
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THE EIT’S MISSIONTHE EIT’S MISSION
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THE OBJECTIVES OF THE EITTHE OBJECTIVES OF THE EIT

Its aim is to boost the innovation process: 

 from idea to product 

 from lab to market 

 from student to entrepreneur 

in areas of high societal need through its Knowledge and 

Innovation Communities (KICs)Innovation Communities (KICs). 



EIT’s INNOVATION FACTORIES - ITS KICs:EIT s INNOVATION FACTORIES - ITS KICs:
KNOWLEDGE AND INNOVATION COMMUNITIES

• KICs

highly integrated, creative and excellence-driven autonomous 
t hi d th l d hi f CEO f ll i b i lpartnerships under the leadership of a CEO following a business plan

• KIC Distribution

cl ste ing pa tne s in co location cente s dist ib ted th o gho t E opeclustering partners in co-location centers distributed throughout Europe 
that are thematically convergent and driven by societal challenges

• KIC partners• KIC partners

key actors from the knowledge triangle: research, higher education and 
business

• KICs’ budget

seed financed by the EIT with up to 25%seed financed by the EIT with up to 25%



KICs EUROPEAN IMPACT ANDKICs EUROPEAN IMPACT AND 
GOOD PRACTICE

Climate KIC:

Co-location centre

RIC (Regional Implementation and

Innovation Centre)

EIT ICT Labs:

Co-location centre

Associate Partner

KIC InnoEnergyg

Co-location centre



EIT MILESTONES TO DATE November 2011: Proposal forEIT MILESTONES TO DATE November 2011: Proposal for 
the 2014-2020 Strategic 
Innovation Agenda (SIA) 

t d b th EC t thpresented by the EC to the 
Council and EP

December 2009: 1st 3 KICs designated: Climate-
KIC, EIT ICT Labs and KIC InnoEnergy 

April 2010: EIT moves 
into its Headquarters in

April 2009: 1st Call for 

into its Headquarters in 
Budapest

KICs launchedSeptember 2008: 1st

meeting of the EIT GB

March 2008: EIT set upMarch 2008: EIT set up 
by Council and EP



The future of the EIT: Investing in theThe future of the EIT: Investing in the 
innovation factories and creating new KICs  

 Proposed themes:  

2014 h lth li i & ti i f d4f t t i l• 2014:  healthy living & active ageing, food4future, raw materials

• 2018: added value manufacturing, smart secure societies & urban 
mobility  

 Budget proposed & backed by the EC Commission: Budget proposed & backed by the EC Commission:

• H2020 financial contribution to the EIT: 3.18 billion* € for 2014-
20202020.

( * taking into account estimated inflation)



... Research on the move! … 
i d b… Innovation powered by EIT! …

… Entrepreneurs in the making! …


