
Innovating for low-carbon 
prosperity and climateprosperity and climate 
resilience



Climate-KICClimate KIC 
Entrepreneurship programme 2012

Clear ambition:

 More climate starters

 More starters & SMEs on fast growth trajectory

 Business acceleration for innovationsBusiness acceleration for innovations 

1. Incubation & Support

2. Business Creation

3. Events & Competitions

4. Pioneers into Practice
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Pioneers into Practice: PhilosophyPioneers into Practice: Philosophy

Th i itt d t d i tiThe programme is committed to producing a new generation 
of specialists, entrepreneurs and policy-makers with high-
level skills for the low-carbon transition. 

Key aspects of the programme

 Developing inter-disciplinary and cross-sectoral know-how – involving 

4 parts of the innovation pyramid

 Learning by doing in addressing societal challenges

T d t d i ti i t f ti d i i d To understand innovation in systems of practice and provision and 

not just single innovations in products or processes

 To focus on a mixture of social and technological change – socio-To focus on a mixture of social and technological change socio

technical innovation
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Pioneers into Practice: ActivitiesPioneers into Practice: Activities

Pioneers: 

• undertake two 4-week placements in projects related to the themes of 

low-carbon living and low-carbon mobility in two different regions;low-carbon living and low-carbon mobility in two different regions; 

• participate in two-day intensive workshops to share their placement 

experiences and develop their thinking on climate-change innovation; 

• are mentored by leading European experts on transition thinking and 

sustainability; 

• Have the opportunity to further develop their ideas through venture 

programme support 
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Pioneers into Practice: OverviewPioneers into Practice: Overview
 A knowledge development programme that allows participants from a mix 

of backgrounds to move across sectors in a learning-by-doing approach.

 Practitioners from six European regions (RIC) are mentored over the 

mobility by European experts on transition thinking and systemsmobility by European experts on transition thinking and systems 

innovation

 Best practice ideas developed during the PiP programme are eligible for p p g p g g

further support to explore the potential for innovation in practice

 Objectives:

producing a new generation of specialists, entrepreneurs and policy-

makers with high-level skills for the low carbon transition

Create an innovative and entrepreneurial communityCreate an innovative and entrepreneurial community 

‘transition platforms’

5



Pioneers into Practice: 
Experiences and Outlook
 Two pilot editions:

 2010: domestic placement and crucibles; more than 50 Pioneers

 2011: Innovation festival in Budapest, foreign placement and joint 

ibl i B l th 50 Picrucible in Brussels; more than 50 Pioneers

 2012 edition with 153 pioneers!!!

 Regional placement already finalisedRegional placement already finalised

 Looking forward for Innovation Festival in Bologna on 1-2 October & the 

international placement
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A few examples of PiP experiences 
across sectors and regions

Co location CentreGovernment & Co-location Centre
Regional 
Innovation  and 
Implementation 

Public Bodies

p
Community

Innovation
domainResearch Business

Education
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Next challenges for PiPNext challenges for PiP
 To showcase the impact that the pioneers are having in their regional 

innovation ecosystems.

 To provide assistance to outstanding PiP business ideas and 

projects through the RIC Venture Support Programme and theprojects through the RIC Venture Support Programme and the 

broader package of incubation support provided by Climate-KIC.

 Using the second half of 2012 to pilot the involvement of CLCs, both g p ,

with pioneers and placements.

 To achieve an effective integration with the upcoming platforms, 

which will deliver the Climate-KIC strategy over the next years.

 And to try and provide outreach to a wider group of regions and 

countries throughout Europecountries throughout Europe.
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Co-location Centre

Regional 
Innovation and 
Implementation 
Community

..Connect, create, transform..

Government &
Public Bodies

Research Business
Innovation

domain

G i

Research Business

Education

Gracias


