Future Information and Communication Society

EIT ICT Labs
Ø Concept
EIT ICT Labs, the KIC for the future information and communication society, aims at radical
transformation of Europe into a knowledge society with an unprecedented proliferation of internetbased services. It will establish a new partnership between business and academia based on trust,
transparency and mobility of ideas and people. The consortium connects world leading companies,
globally renowned research institutes and top-ranked universities all dedicated to speeding up
innovation to address grand challenges of our society. Committed to an efficient open innovation
model, EIT ICT Labs will generate faster transformation of ideas and ICT technologies into real
products, services and business, boosting Europe’s future competitiveness in all sectors of society.

Ø Focus
EIT ICT Labs will equip students, researchers and business people with skills and inspiration for
creativity, risk taking and entrepreneurship. By re-aligning the activities in the European Higher
Education Area, the European Research Area and high growth ICT companies the EIT ICT Labs will
leverage regional, national, and EU level funding instruments. EIT ICT Labs will foster international
top talent and involve under-utilised innovation and entrepreneurial resources such as non-core IPR,
women, students, and cost-driven innovations for the next billion users. Committed to an open
innovation approach, the EIT ICT Labs will catalyse the creation of strong ventures and help them to
grow to become the future world leaders in the ICT arena.

Ø Structural elements
EIT ICT Labs will build upon five co-location centres – Berlin, Eindhoven, Helsinki, Paris, and
Stockholm – and turn these excellent clusters and their partners into a world-class network of
innovation hotspots. The consortium covers the entire value chain in the ICT sector, thereby
facilitating the capture of new business opportunities in the dynamic ICT sector. Cohesion and
efficiency will be achieved by combining strong CEO-type management and clear IPR policies for
open innovation with the agility of bottom-up initiatives provided by an extensive
network of local and international innovation partners.
Ø Co-location centres
Berlin, Eindhoven, Helsinki, Paris and Stockholm
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