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EIT stands ready to power innovation in Cyprus
Nicosia, Cyprus, 27 June 2019 – Promoting innovation, showcasing cooperation opportunities and
inviting Cypriot innovators to join Europe’s largest innovation network. This is what the European
Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) offers during its Awareness Day in Nicosia today. The
event is co-organised with the Cyprus University of Technology (CUT) under the auspices of the
Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development
and Environment.
Europe’s future is connected to its power to innovate. The EIT has the boots on the grounds to drive
innovation across the EU. It is Europe’s largest innovation network that unites leading business, higher
education and research organisation. The EIT is also supporting innovators with a wide range of
entrepreneurial activities in Cyprus. So far, one Hub is operational in Cyprus with three organisations taking
part (Cyprus University of Technology, Cyprus Energy Agency and Chrysalis LEAP), receiving funding of
approximately EUR 400 000. But much more can and should be done. Cyprus has an attractive research
system, with a high number of international scientific co-publications and foreign doctorate students,
according to the European Innovation Scoreboard. The scoreboard defines Cyprus as a moderate innovator
with great potential to expand its ability to innovate.
Themis Christophidou, Director-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture at the European Commission,
added: ‘The EIT is a clear example of what the EU is doing for its citizens. Just look at the Institute’s
contribution to addressing global challenges such as climate change, ageing population, or the need for
sustainable and affordable energy. The EIT connects, inspires and creates new solutions for the future,
including for the future of Cyprus.’
Elpida Keravnou-Papailiou, Professor at the University of Cyprus and former EIT Governing Board Member,
said: ‘The EIT offers many opportunities for Cypriot innovators. Cyprus has a lot of great innovators that will
benefit from being part of Europe’s largest innovation network and receive support to take their ideas to the
next level.’
Alice Fišer, Head of Communications and Stakeholder Relations, EIT, commented: ‘We power innovators that
make a difference to the country and Europe. We equip entrepreneurs, researchers and students with robust
entrepreneurial skills that help them take their best ideas from the lab to the market. Today, we are inviting
Cypriot innovators to join our activities and improve the lives of citizen in Cyprus as well as across Europe.’
The EIT Awareness Day in Nicosia will showcase the EIT’s unique innovation model (programme of the day)
and present how organisations and innovators in Cyprus can join its activities. The event will open with
introductions from Themis Christophidou, European Commission Director General, Constantinos Yiorkadjis,
Mayor of Nicosia Municipality and Alice Fišer, EIT Head of Unit Communications and Stakeholder Relations.
Members of the EIT Community and EIT innovators will then present their wide range of innovation support
activities. After a greeting from Harris Georgiades, Minister of Finance, a panel discussion will explore
enhancing innovation capacity in Cyprus. Remarks from Androulla Vassiliou, former European Commissioner
for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth responsible for the EIT will close the discussions.
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EIT COMMUNITY IN CYPRUS
Activities are thriving in Cyprus with all Innovation Communities running programmes across the country,
including one hub by EIT Climate-KIC. Cyprus has received double the amount of grants, over EUR 400 000, in
2017 compared to 2016. Find out more about our activities in Cyprus in this factsheet.

EIT BACKGROUND: Europe’s future is connected to its power to innovate!
What is the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)?
The EIT was created in 2008 to drive Europe’s ability to innovate. The EIT is a unique EU initiative, the only one
to fully integrate business, education and research. The Institute supports the development of dynamic panEuropean partnerships among leading companies, research labs and universities. These are called EIT
Innovation Communities and each is dedicated to tackling a specific global challenge.
More: EIT in a nutshell Infographic
What has the EIT Community achieved?

What challenges do the EIT’s Innovation Communities focus on?
The EIT’s first six Innovation Communities work to accelerate the transition to a zero-carbon economy (EIT
Climate-KIC), drive Europe’s digital transformation (EIT Digital), , lead the global revolution in food innovation
and production (EIT Food), give EU citizens greater opportunities to enjoy a healthy life (EIT Health), achieve a
sustainable energy future for Europe (EIT InnoEnergy) and develop raw materials into a major strength for
Europe (EIT RawMaterials). Together with their leading partners, they offer a wide range of innovation and
entrepreneurship activities. This includes education courses that combine technical and entrepreneurial skills,
business creation and acceleration services and innovation driven research projects. In December 2018, the
EIT selected two new Innovation Communities in the areas of urban mobility and added value manufacturing.
EIT Community Success Stories
For more information visit eit.europa.eu & follow the EIT on Twitter @EITeu
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