
YEAR IN REVIEW 
THEEITHASHADA BUSYYEAR- TAKEA LOOKATOURMOST

MEMORABLEMOMENTSFROM2021ASWEGETREADYTOPOWER

INNOVATIONIN 2022!



Throughout2021 and beyondthe two organisationswill join forces to fast-track support to
highlyinnovativestart-ups,aswell asto coordinateefforts to supportwomeninnovatorsand
innovatorsfrom lessrepresentedregions.

Read More

United in Innovation
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The new year kicked off with a
strengthenedcommitmentof cooperation
betweenthe EuropeanInnovationCouncil
(EIC) and the European Institute of
Innovationand Technology(EIT). The EIT
and the EIC signed a memorandum of
understandingto work closertogether for
9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎinnovators.

https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/hei_product_sheet_final.pdf
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/eic-eit-working-closer-together-for-europes-innovators


Thenew strategywill seethe EITincreaseits support to more innovators,entrepreneurs,studentsand
citizensacrossEurope. It alsosawthe EITlaunchtwo newinitiativesin 2021, the newEITKICdedicatedto
Cultureand CreativeSectorsand Industries(seepage12) and the new initiative to boost the innovation
capacity of Higher EducationInstitutions (see page 5). Innovation is key to ensuring a green and
sustainableEuropeanrecovery,andnow, with a budgetof almostEUR3 billion, the EITis well placedto
stronglycontribute.

EIT Strategy 2021-2027 agreed
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The EIT welcomed the political
agreement reached between the
EuropeanParliamentand EU Member
States on its legal basis and its new
Strategic Innovation Agenda 2021 ς
2027.

https://eit.europa.eu/who-we-are/eit-glance/eit-strategy-2021-2027


On 10 March, the European Innovation Council and the European Institute of Innovation and
Technologyorganisedan onlineeventopenedby MariyaGabriel,EuropeanCommissionerfor Innovation,
Research,Culture,EducationandYouth,titled 'Oneyearon: HowEuropeansupportis helpinginnovators
developsolutionsto tacklethe COVID-19ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΩ.

Read More

EIT Crisis Response Initiative ςOne Year On
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9L¢ΩǎContribution: TheEITallocatedEUR60 millionto 62 innovativeprojects
and 145 start-ups, scale-ups and SMEs,through the EITCrisisResponse
Initiative in a record time (applicantsreported feedbackreceivedin only 2
weeks). This investment was mobilised by 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎlargest innovation
network to tackle the unprecedentedsocialand economicchallengesthat
the pandemiccreated. It resulted in concretesupport for innovatorsand
venturesworkingin health,climatechange,digitalisation, food, sustainable
energy,urbanmobility,manufacturingandrawmaterials.

Innovationssuchas reusable,self-cleaningmasks,an antibodyplatform to
treat severe casesof infection and devices that can monitor patients
remotely haveaddressedthe immediateimpact the pandemichashad on
society.

https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/events/one-year-how-european-support-helping-innovators-develop-solutions-tackle-covid
https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/hei_product_sheet_final.pdf
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/coronavirus-eu-support-innovators-yields-promising-results-one-year
https://eit.europa.eu/our-activities/eit-community-covid-19-response


Aspart of its new strategy,the EITlaunchedthe HEIInitiative: Innovation
CapacityBuilding for Higher Education to unlock the full innovation
potential of higher education institutions (HEIs). The initiative makesa
systemicimpactin increasingI9LΩǎentrepreneurialandinnovationcapacity
whilstintegratingtheminto9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎlargestinnovationecosystem.

The open call for proposalsdrew 64 applicationsfrom close to 700
partners. Altogether24 consortiaof higher educationinstitutions (HEIs)
and non-academicorganisationswere selected and awarded EUR1.2
million to implementtheir projectsover a 24 month period startingfrom
July2021.

New EIT Call Launched To Boost Innovation In 
Higher Education
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In November2021, buildingon the successof the first call,a secondcall for
proposalswas launched under the EIT HEI Initiative which will see an
additional40projectsgreen-lit.

https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/new-eit-initiative-launched-boost-innovation-higher-education
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/building-engines-innovation-new-eit-call-launched-boost-innovation-higher-education
https://www.eit-hei.eu/
https://eit-hei.eu/
https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/hei_product_sheet_final.pdf


Welcoming new Governing Board Members
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Jan Figel served as the first 
SlovakEuropean 

Commissioner.Hewasalso 
a ChiefNegotiatorin the 

accession processof 
Slovakiato the EU.In 

nationalpoliticshehas 
servedasVice-President 

andMemberof the 
Parliament,DeputyPrime 

MinisterandState 
Secretaryat the Ministryof 

ForeignAffairs.

JanisGrevinsisan academic
executivewith a strongfocus

on institutional
development, technology 

implementationand 
businesslinkages.Hehas 
beenthe Directorof Riga 
BusinessSchoolat Riga 

TechnicalUniversitysince 
April 2003.Healsoserves 

asthe independent 
memberon the Supervisory

Board ofTet Ltd.,Latvia.

NoraKhaldi is the Founder  
andChiefExecutiveOfficer 

of Nuritas,a biotech 
companycommittedto 
findingdisease-beating 
moleculesin food.Since 

launchingin 2014,Nuritas 
hasgrownrapidlyand 

boastswell-knownfunders 
andsupportfrom EU 
Horizon2020and the 

EuropeanInvestmentBank, 
amongothers,raisingover 

EUR60 million to date.

RazvanNicolescuserved  
previouslyasthe

Romanian Ministerof
Energy.Heis currentlya

partnerof Deloitte
Romania responsiblefor

energyand climate
change practice andan 
associateprofessor of

the RomanianAcademy 
for EconomicStudies.

TheEITwelcomedfour newGoverningBoardMembers:JanFigel, JanisGrevins, NoraKhaldi, andRazvanNicolescu, 
enhancing the gender and geographic balance of the EIT steering body. 



Celebrating the launch of the EIT Strategy 2021 - 2027
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1 EIT and the Portuguese Presidency of the Council of the European Unionco-organiseda hybrid event that featured: 

Å9 Sessions - 34 Speakers

Å+1020 participants from 50 countries

Å+400 comments 

Å3.5 hours average viewing time

Å86% of participants satisfied

Watch the full event here 

Read More

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3K5uB4Icjo&t=12661s
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/events/new-eit-strategy-power-europes-largest-innovation-network


Strengthened EIT Regional Innovation Scheme (RIS)
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InnovationScheme(EITRIS)ImplementationFrameworkfor 2022 -

2027. Thenewframeworkimprovesthe innovationcapacitiesof local

ecosystems, through capacity building activities and closer

interactions between local organisationsfrom business,education

andresearch.

EITRISImpactIndicators

Å # of EIT RIS Countries ςStart-ups created of/for innovation
Å # of EIT RIS Countries ςMarketed innovations 
Å # of EIT RIS Active KIC Partners 
Å # of RIS HEIs involved in EIT and KIC activities 
Å # of  EIT RIS Success stories 

Å # of EIT RIS Graduates from EIT labelled MSc/PhD programmes 
Discover more

https://eit.europa.eu/our-activities/eit-regional-innovation-scheme
https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eit_ris_implementation_framework_2022-2027.docx_.pdf


EIT Powering Innovation: Results of 2020
A

U
G

U
S

T
 2
0
2
1 After the yearlycrunchingof numbers,Augustis an excitingtime for the EITaswe publishthe resultsandachievementsof

9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎlargestinnovationecosystem:

Å # of EIT RIS Countries ςStart-ups created of/for innovation
Å # of EIT RIS Countries ςMarketed innovations 
Å # of EIT RIS Active KIC Partners 
Å # of RIS HEIs involved in EIT and KIC activities 
Å # of  EIT RIS Success stories 

Å # of EIT RIS Graduates from EIT labelled MSc/PhD programmes 
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Å # of EIT RIS Countries ςStart-ups created of/for innovation
Å # of EIT RIS Countries ςMarketed innovations 
Å # of EIT RIS Active KIC Partners 
Å # of RIS HEIs involved in EIT and KIC activities 
Å # of  EIT RIS Success stories 

Å # of EIT RIS Graduates from EIT labelled MSc/PhD programmes 

EIT & EIF Join Forces to Boost Innovation in Europe 

On 20 September 2021, the European
Investment Fund (EIF) and the European
Institute of Innovation and Technology(EIT)
strengthenedtheir existingcollaborationwith
the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding(MoU).

TheMoU createsa frameworkfor the EIFand
the EITto collaborateandshareinformationon
financing and innovation opportunities, in
areassuchas equity investmentsin European
SMEsand start-ups, as well as key European
sectors such as climate, digital and deep
technologies,educationand skills,energyand
environmentaltechnologies.

WATCH the MoU signature event here

Read More

https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/hei_product_sheet_final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtrbh42hbiPqmykYZfGvRNB-Jfu9nHFuz
https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/hei_product_sheet_final.pdf
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/watch-eit-eif-join-forces-boost-innovation-europe
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Å # of EIT RIS Countries ςStart-ups created of/for innovation
Å # of EIT RIS Countries ςMarketed innovations 
Å # of EIT RIS Active KIC Partners 
Å # of RIS HEIs involved in EIT and KIC activities 
Å # of  EIT RIS Success stories 

Å # of EIT RIS Graduates from EIT labelled MSc/PhD programmes 

EIT Community welcomes Commissioner Gabriel to HQ

The EIThad the pleasureof welcomingCommissionerGabrielto its headquartersin Budapest,
Hungaryas part of her EUMember Statestour on 28 October2021. CommissionerGabrielwas
introducedto innovatorsfrom the EITCommunity,entrepreneursand investorsfrom Hungary,and
took part in an innovationtour showcasingproductssupportedby the EITCommunityin the newly
openedEITCommunityHubin Budapest

Read More

https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/hei_product_sheet_final.pdf
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/commissioner-gabriel-visits-eit-headquarters-budapest
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Deadline to apply: Thursday 24 March 2022 17:00 CET. 

The EIT officially launched the Call for
Proposals to create a new sustainable
innovationpartnershipto strengthen9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ
Cultural and Creative Sectorsand Industries
(CCSI)and has published its updated EIT
InnovationModel.

To provide interested applicants with more
information about the upcoming Call for
Proposals,the EIThosteda seriesof webinars
in Novemberand December2021. Over 850
participantstook part in the seriesof webinars
wherethey hadthe opportunity to learnabout
the9L¢Ωǎinnovationmodelandgaininsightinto
how an EIT Knowledge and Innovation
Communityfostersinnovation.

WATCH THE VIDEO


